Preface to "An Edmondson Ancestry"
which was written by W.J.Lomas in 1982

The attached summary of our immediate Edmondson ancestry (1823-onwards) was
compiled by my father, Walter John Lomas, in November 1982, with the intent of
being distributed mainly to his Italian side of the family, that is to "Uncle Bill"
(William Edmondson 1888-1985), and his children "Dinkie" (Carla Maria
Edmondson (1925-2016) and George (George William Victor Edmondson 1928-
2000).

Edmondson was my father's mother's maiden name. Our branch of the Edmondson

family originated in Dent, Yorkshire, before moving to Garsdale around 1850. With

the development of the railways, my great-grandfather George Edmondson, born 17

May 1861 in Garsdale, a railway telegraph clerk, moved first to Peterborough (he was

there in the 1881 census aged 19), and then to Derby in the mid 1880s. When he

married Maria Dudden in Gloucestershire in 1887, his residence was already stated as
being in Derby. George and Maria had 4 children, William, Bessie, George and

Emily.

- William (always known in the family as "Uncle Bill"), was born in 1888. He
started out as a schoolmaster, then he took an external degree at London
University. In 1917 he was sent to Voghera, Italy as part of the British forces,
probably because he spoke Italian, German and French. He spent the rest of his
life in Italy, teaching English, until his death in 1985 at the age of 97. He had 2
children, Carla Maria and George.

- George, born in 1892, was a Civil Servant, and a "bit of a lad", apparently
running off to Paris at the age of 14. He married Florence (Aunty Florrie), and
lived all his life in Derby.

- Emily, born in 1898, married Harold Clements, and lived most of her life in St
Albans. She had 2 children, Nancy and Barbara.

- Bessie, my grandmother, was born on the 26 June 1890 at 10 Rose Hill St,
Derby. After leaving school, she was employed at the Royal Crown Derby
Porcelain company, hand-painting pottery. Her graduation work was a Royal
Crown Derby plate, which I still have, together with a number of her paintings.
She became quite involved in Church work at St Thomas', Derby, and it was
there that she met my grandfather, Harry Lomas, who was a tenor in the choir.
They married 17 June 1914 at St Thomas' Parish Church, and then lived most of
her life at 82 Pear Tree St, Derby, where I and my brother Ken, were both born.
She had 2 children, Bessie (always known as Bep) and my father Walter John.

More information on our branch of the Edmondson family can be found at
https://www.ancestry.co.uk/family-tree/tree/120950213/family and
http://www.lomascuderi.com/index.php/edmondson-family

John Lomas
24 September 2018



All EDAIONDSCIL ANCESTRY
(By Walter John Lomas)
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In the optimistic hope that it may help,J have drawn up a 'Pedigree’
chart underlining 4in zed 4ink all those who were 'lorn an Edmondson'
and, for ease of reference when mentioning any of them,have marked them
. numerically - starting from ithe present youngest - i.e. Mfark, in Jialy.

lhen J retired from work in September 1980,9 decided to take up the
hobby of itracing my famidy history and this 'drafit'started in Novemlber
1982 collates the results to date of my (and a number of later mentioned
helpers) research into my liother's(6) maiden name of Edmondson. There was
aome 4incentive in cariying owut this project as it has always leen

'handed down verbally'that we were 4in some way related o one 'Thomas
Edmondson' (37) who had,apparently,invented the original railway ticket.
There had also been much mention of the academic prowess of my Great-
Crandfather, Uilliam Edmondson, (19) and adsc,a otill unproved fack,that _
some of us had been lLlessed (or othewmvise) with reddish hair lecawse

of some ancestral Link with one of the Scandinavian couniries.

At this moment in time J am noit taking the Lilberty of godng into any
detail of those Edmondsona on a parallel or osubsequent to my own
generation, but as they necessarily forun an importanit continuance of

the 'Line'J feel that J should nake the following brief references:-
No.7 - liark Xenneth was boan on 17th.llovenbier 1959 in liilan the younger
of 2 children of George Udictor William Edmond/.,oﬁgand liaria Luigia (nee
Torti). He is,at the moment,unmarried.

Mo.2 - Rita Y. was born on 24th.llovenber 1955 in iliidan, the elder child
of the aflore mentioned George and Wfaria. On the 4ith.Tune 71977, Rita
marrnied my younger son,Kenneth Yeorge, near Uoghera,Italy and,therefore,
has the dubicus distinction of being my cousin-once rzemoved, and also

my dauwghter—in-laws.

9.3 - Carla laria(Dinkie) was born on 710th.llovenber 1925,the elder
chidd of 2 of William Edmondson(5) and Rita(nee latiino). Dinkie,to date,
46 not married, and currently lives with her [ather in Uoghera.

Dinkie is employ

ed as a Teachenr. Pior g <

2
Mo.4 - George Uictor wum;“-jm boan on Sth.Febauary 7928, the younger
child of William(5) and Rita. George married Waria on 5th.June 7955
and 4o currently employed as an Executive with an Oil Company 4in Milan.
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Mg dnnw—'&otb'—fﬁfd:bfzmr&imon&an—(ﬁ)) was bornon 27 Apeit 1888 =
the eldest child of 4 of George Edmondseon(9) and fleria(nee Dudden)s
— The family were then {iving at 3 Rose Hill St. Derby(no. changed some
_ time during the next few years to 10). Uncle Bill firet atten =
—St. ~James’ UUmch Jnfants schood, Wadeley St.,Dexby and -aw!we‘quul:dg.— i
_the main School opposite (and part adjacent 4o) the St. James'Church
o which it was Uinked. It is perhapo ummmmemam
_ dn dater years this school produced a lagazine (not remembered how =
trequently) but I have in my possession Jesue No. 19 dated November 1937
which is important familirise as it contains the names of Uncle BiLL(Z2),
ny own Father(faryy Lomas) and myself. Apparently the maga;—l.n.exmm was
_c.anbi:mwzg.a. "History of Schood Pupils' mzdlftan-ta,te.dftha,tmg}a,tﬁ.&z =
was then a Grocer with ithe Derlby Co-op. Society and a losi valued
nenber of the St.james'Church Choir and that his 'boy' (me) had just won
a scholawship for the Bemrose Schoold plus some trilbute to my appaient
_ football skills. Thus, clong with one oxr two other Pather/son :
- combinations, J was in the 'histony' of the school at the age of 717, =
Back to Uncle Bill, this 'Histony' states that in June 1903 W.Edmondeon
—p:a:wai—athe. *Candidates' Examination and that in the summer of 1904, =
 news had been received that U.Edmondson had pasced his Hatriculation -
—First cluss. It added that at the time oﬁ ‘p.wb-i,t.ca,tl.on (793?) & &dmondzstm. —
_ was a teacher in Jialy. = o e — — —
— J understand that lUncle BLLL once did some 'fup,:,{. Temdpm.g at St.
James' Church School and Muns Sit. Schood in Derby, prior to attending
the St. John's Tracining Codlege, Battersea, London.
J believe that Uncle BILL spent much of his free time on furthering
his Love of the English countwyside and (according to Aunty Emily)
___had a craze at one mémm_g_mﬁmw@u break his neck on
— the hills in the Lake District and Derbyshire. He had a love for
 Gilbert & Sullivan Operas and would often behheaad_uamp¢ng.ext&acia .
trom these on the 'fiiddleton St. pianc. L

J gather that he delayed e.xmm.q_ in the 19014 War (Royal Fusiliers orn
Shersood Foresters) unitil he had olbitained his Degree, but on doing 40
 went through the horronrs of'Passchendaele and Somme! lefore being
selected for 'a plain clothes job' in Jtaly.The immediate ensuing
 period is shrouded in mystery as far as J am concerned, and so 9 widld
—-mmwaﬂztha{aocheammem@q&mmmem e
1979 narried llaria Caprile who died the following year. Uncle Bill
earned his Lving by private teaching, wwiting & translating eitc.
AT Gmxktle. In flay 1924 he married Rita lattine and Maegwm_w___ .
M/cé children -T&,}.—b‘e.aag,e._éomiam Victorn(4) on Sth.Feb. 1928 and Canla =
|l llaria(Dinkie)(3) on 10th. Nov. 1925,

— Unede Bill lost his wife,Rita, on 20%h.Oct. 1951 and alter the marpiage .

of his 4an.,g.e.afzg,e(4j has Gom!mued. to _L:u_e._w-bth his daughter,linkie-3)



. - %
in Uoghera. J have some vague recollection that Uncle Bill once
dpent a period in Germany to further his knowledge of that language.
Over the years lUncle Bill made periodic visits back to England, but
aMWeMoagﬂmﬁmem@tMmmuW@dwungmmt
12 years or 40 when we have visited Jtaly. The 'wheel' did,in fact,
twen almost full cirele when in June 1977 my. younger son,Xenneth,
marrded his granddaughter,Rita.(2).
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My Mother -(Bessie Edmondson)(6)- was bLozn on 26th.June 71890 at Derby,
the 2nd.child of 4 and the elder daughter of George Edmondeon(9) and
llaria(nee Dudden). At that itime the Edmondsons were Living at 10 Rose
HALL Sito,Derby (house at some iime had lbeen re-numbered from 3/ and J
have veny little information of the family's life at that address.
Bessde(C) attended the nearly Sit.James Church School,liadeley Si.,Derby,
but,according to the cusitom of the day,she was,as the elder daughter,
expected to assiot in the domestic running of the houwsehodd, and these
duties,no doubit,stifled and took any preference over nuriuring any
acadenic talent which #o my knowledge,was there o develop.

The Zfamily moved *o No.41 liiddleton St.,Dexly in 1904, a house J visited
many times in later years. This was a good sdized terraced' house with

a snall back garden and with an 'entrny'down the side leading to ihe
back door - the 'entwy'continuing as a pathway io the rear of

adjacent houses. There was an outedide toilet (ao one entered on the
"left adde'[rom the entny gate,),.next to which was the back doox

leading to the 'scullery'. The scullery led into a fairly omall

kitchen/Living room which contained the clotomary coal fire grate/hol etc.,

of that era. From one corner of the kitchen/living room was a doox
leading to a 'pantry and steps down to a coal cellar. Also from the
kitchen there was a 'step'up to a larger, what we would call,a lounge,
but then known as the 'official'dining room. This was used [for noxrmal
entertaining and for the fanily's personal pursuwits etc..Beyond this,
there was a iypical Uictorian 'front room'(entered from the hall) and
reserved for special occasdons. lUpstairs there were 3 good sized bed-
rooma, a box room, and,d believe,a amall lbedroom nexit to which was a
passage to a bathroom. fly sister,bessie (known as Bep.) reminds me that
we had to go there for a number of years for a bath and thgt although
she woed to enjoy this, J,tc put it mildly, did not take too kindly

to walking 10 ninutes each way just io get wet all over.

To zeduce any normal personal lias to a minimum, I will emphasise that
nuch of the dimmediate following is quoted from my Aunty Emily(8) and

my. Uncle 'BLLL'(5):= [y lother(6) was such a gentle person,at
everyplbody's beck and call,was very pretiyand wae a keen Church wonrker
(inc.Sunday School teaching at Si.Thomas'Church,Derlny. She had received

plano playing lessons and was keen on 'oil'painting. These were the

-?-? - T .(:I.
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daye,o0f course,without radio and T.U. and fomilies were left to their
own zesourses ito create,develop,and enjoy,within necessary financial
dinitations and a fairly strict moral code,their own pastimes and
entertalnment. According to Aunty Emidy(8), the fomily were actively
encouwraged to appreciate the works of good class writers and poets etc..
The family enjoyed painting,joining in Church alfairs,walking in
Derbyoshire and having family sing-oongs-around the piano at which my
llother would normally be the pianc accompanieit. fy llother was employed
as an 'enameller'or 'paintress'as they are called today at the Royal
Crown Derdy Forcelain Co. Osmaston Rd.,Derlby, and I have recently
confirmed with that employer that a painted 'Japanese' design plate(no
godd surrounds) J have was the one she painted as an 'apprentice.
passing out piece' and was,according to cusiom,allowed to take home.
9 understand {rom my sdister(Bep.) that it was during my fother's
active Church work ohe met a 'Billy llartin', who introduced her to my
father,Harry Lomas,who was a prominent Church singer. Uhen ny Father
and hie lbrother,tlerliernt, who also had. @ opdendid singing vodice,
~vdsdted lidddleton Sireeit,the sing-songs tock on a new dinension of _
quality and pleasure. liy liother wsed o play the piano MOMMW 1o
my Father at a number of ocutside funcitions and,cf couwrse,at mutual.
freiends 'houses. Perhaps it is worthy of mention that both my o ther
and Father were confirmed on the same day(in 79107) at St.Thomas'
Church., Derby, before 'they knew each other',
lly llother eventually marriied Hawvwy on the 17th.june 7914 - the copy of
the lawiage Certificatke. held ohows that the ceremony was conducted
by the ReveD.B.L. Foster and ithe witnesses were Herbert John Lomas,
Enily Edmondeon(8) and terbert Tuwner(a relative via the marriage of
ny 'Grandfather Lomas')e The 'best man was Herbert John Lomas and the
bridesnaids were Emidy Edmondeon(S),Dorothy(Dedly)Lomas(Herbert's
daughter) and Jesse Turner.
ly liother's Life after marriage 4o dealt with in the 'Lomaos'saga.
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My Uncle George(Edmondoeon)(7) was lorn on Sth.February 7892 - the 34d.
child of 4 - and the younger son of George Edmondaon(9) and laria(nee
Dudden) At that time the family were living in Rose HALL Street,Derly
and George(7) also attended the nearby St.lames' Church School, which
had a very good reputation in those days as a 'Church - Linked
educational establishment. Like the other children,lUncle George no
doubt benelited from a good home academic environment,and in his t,wun.g,u
days was encouraged to appreciate the [family's pastimes already
mentioned. My Aunty Enily(8) has conlirmed,however,that lUncle George,
fron a fairly early age,developed into what may be loosely called a
'good~time zelel' from even his parents' quite tolerant interpretation
of late and posit Ulctorian ostandards. Perhaps the mosit discussed
exanple of this was,when at the age of 14 he drew out of his Post-Oflice
Bank Account all his worddly wealth of L[5 (which his father had carefully
saved for him), and went off on his own to Paris. It is aleo understood
that he (once?) incurred his father's admonishment by coming home
rather date at night and waoe requesied 20 le 4in by 70.6p.me. It seems
that lncle George ignored the warning and retwrned home to Lind all
doors locked. Nothing daunted lUncle George managed #o open up the cellar
grating 4in ithe ositreet and enter the house that wai.
Hio mother's family lived in the bBristold(Bitton?) area and there 4o much
evidence that the 'Edmondsons' used to enjoy periodic visits to the
'Duddens', who were,d understand,particular fond of lUncle George. It is,
perhaps,mnore tue to say that the visits were made to a nearly place
called Westbury on Trym where hio nother's brothers,lames and John(James
narried,childless, & John a bachelor) had a big market garden in very
pleasant country on the edge of Clifton Downs. It seems that (my) Uncle
George was very close to 'his' Uncle James. Perhaps I may be digressing
too much but it appears that his Grandfather Dudden was a 'bit of a dandy’
and in some ways my Uncle George had a sdmilar dioposition to be 'rather
fusoy'about his outward appecrance. (His mother once had to pay his
debts for good auits!).
After deaving school J understand that Uncle George obitained clerical
enploynent at Bemrose & Sons, Printers of Derby,then work at Spalding,
Lincs. and,alsoc at some time,at the loitingham llechanics Institite.
PeT40u




Co

On the night that the 1914 war broke out, there was a family gathering
(inc.my oun Father) at 41,lliddleton St.,all awaiting the news. It came
in the shape of a newsboy running down the street shouting "llar declared
on Gewmany'. Like 40 many of his contempories,lncle George thought
that the war would be a grand adventure,and volunteered immediatedy(in
the Shewsood Foreosters or Royal Fusiliets). MHe was soon to le
disillusioned, however, and lived through 4 years of horror, encountering
all the stark sullering of 'trench warfare' and the family were so
grateful when, unlike s0 many thowsands, he finally returned home 'ito
tell the tale'.

J have not checked up on the exact details of Uncle George's marriage
(presunabdy in the early post war years), but, according to Aunty M;
it was on the quiet' at Weostbury on Tayn(possilily because of his

happy memories of that place). 9 know that he married a lns. Elizalbeth
Florence Hatxam Uernon(nee Watson) who was bLorn on Tst.liay 1885 and
Lived in Derlny. This was her 2nd. marriage having had a daughter by the
Lirst who died at the age of 5. The exact circumsiances of the maviiage
to lUncle George hinted of myotewy by always being kept secret from

"ws younger members of the family'. Certainly Aunty Florrie(as she was
always known to me) didn'it seem to have a similar nature and bLackground
as the '€dmondeons'and one gained the impression that she was 'endured
rather than welcomed'into the family. From my own eventual good
knowledge of her she was oufficiently 'hard-skinned' to not let such
things unduly worwy her, and J can well lelieve her oft. repeated
asserition that she had once leen the most successful sales
representative Singer Sewding llachines had, in her day, employed. She
certainly gnjmyed loved money and the material things of Life, and with
her spontaneows, loud laughter (especially at her own often repeated
rioqué jokes), appeared to Le the Life and soul of any party. llo matier,
however, what views one may have had about her, J cannot and do noi
wish to refute the fact that she looked after Uncle George very well
throughout their married life.

For moot of his working Life after the Tst. world war, Uncle George
worked as a civil servant at the Customs and Excise lepartment, Sit.
Peters Chuwrchyard,Derby. He told me that he had many times refused

advancement lbecause doing s0 would have necessitated moving from Derly,
Cont. page 9
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and this he did not wish #o do. In fact it was only when the main
OfLice moved to Noitingham (in the 7950's) he chose to retire rather
than move or travel to that town. He subsequently worked pari-itime

on accounts work at llac's Furnishing Stores,Derby and later at Forter's
Furnioshing Stores,East St.,Dernby. To the best of my knowledge he
Lived, during his married Life, at the following addresses dn Derly:-
66 Warner Street, 3 Mount Carmel, and 31 Swinburne Sireet. Both he and
Aunty Florrnie always made my sdoter and myself welcome at their homes.
Bep. woed 2o visit and sitay with them a loi during her younger days
and whilet I worked ot the Derly Labour Exchange, I used to go round
to Swinburne St. most Fridaye for tea, after which we would normally
play a few games of chess.

Uncle George was also an active participant at family parties. J think
he had once been a member of or had some connection with 'The Derby
lagic Circle' - anyway, he always lbeguiled and interested we all

with his zepertodre of 'magic trnicks'. How well I remember his 'short
throaty chuckle' and hio habit of scratching the crown of his head
whilet tollbing on-gjoking - yes; he did become very thin and eventually
bald just there in his later years.

Auntie Florrie died in January 1973 and Uncle George on 16th. Septemlber
1076, both leing cremated at flarkeaton,Derly. They had no children.

Jt is a maiter of some regret and annoyance that immediaiely after
Uncle George's death, I was noi allowed by an executor of his will

1o see whether there were any papers or photographs etc. that may

have lreen of interest to ithe family. hen I later enquired by poosi,

J wae dinformed that there had leen nothing - which was utterly
ridiculows as, Uncle George, to my own certain knowledge, had always
Liled everything so neatly and meticulowsdy.

A copy of his will is in the Edmondson filee




Ny ‘untie Emily(Edmondson)(8) was born on 26th. lovember 1898 -
the youngest child of 4 of George Edmondson(9) and flaric(nee
Dudden). The family were then living at 10 Rose Hill Street,
Derby and Auntie &mily also attended the St. James'Church
Infants schood until 1504 when the family moved to 47,
liddleton St. Derly. She subsequently attended the Sit. Thomas'
Church of England Girls'school(Richmond Rd.) until cbout 7913,
After this ohe attended a Commercial College in Sreen Lane,
Derby where,d undersitand, ohe was the 'star pupil' at
shorthand writing. In her own words,however, the typing tuition
consdoted of nothing more "ithan leing tuined Lloocse 4into a

room full of Xypewrniting machines”. Regardless of ithe latiexr,
there is Little doubit that she fully used the 'sessions' o
naster the art , as 4is evidenced Iy her sulwequent secretatial
enploymente.

J an assuming that Auntie Emily's Lirst employment was with
Newton bros., Electrical Engineers in Derby liarket Place,
because it caused some fLamily amwsement that after working

ondy 2 days there, she had to ask for a day ofl to attend my
flother's(6) wedding on 17th. June 19714. I believe that

Hunitdie tmily osuloequently worked at the Lh-—opMue Seed-
warehouse - Usmaston Park Rd.,Derxby ?.

Once again J feel it neceasary o emphasise that, Like her
elder brothers and sisiter, Auntie Emily lenefited from
belonging to a happy househodd and learned o appreciate and
enfoy the pureudiis and pasiimes previousdy mentioned. Perhaps
it was an added advantage for her that her biother William(5)
was 10 years her senior and thus alile to accompany her on,

for instance, 'ramlding expeditions'. Certainly to my knowledge
there has always been a particularly close rapport lLetween
them which still exists today.

Auntie Emily married Harodd Clements 4in Derby on 26th. June
1924 and Lived, as far as J know, ct Ambergate, 70 miles north
of Derdy, and at her present home at 5 Woodlands Drive,St. Albans.
Ho dn my Hother's case, J am not continuing ithis afiter Huntie
Emily 'officially changed her name from Edmondson; although 7
don't think there would be any olijection to adding that she

had 2 daughters vdiz.- Nancy(1927) and Barbara(1929)
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My liaternal Grandfather, George Edmondson(9) was Lorn on 17th, fay
1867, the eddest child of 6 of William Edmondson(37) and Nary(nee -
Shepherd). The address on the copy of the lirth certificate held shows
that the family were then Aiving at 'Todl Bar', Garsdale in the County
of lorky (Nl.B.- since the re-organisation of Local Authority Boundaries
in 1974 this area 4is now 4in the County of Cumlbnria)e.
It is highly probable that George(9) attended the small Garsdale Uillage
Schood of which his father,iilliam(37) was the schoodmaster, but
although I (along with my wife,iiuriel and aon,John) visited ithe achoold
on the Qth.llarch 1987, we were unalble to see an actual school "roll'
Lor the period 4in question. It is certain,however, that George had
access to and made good wse of a very good 'educational Library' and
and bLenefited [rom the academic pirowess of hie father.
When his mother(llarny) died in 1872 (either during or shortly after the
birnth of her daughter,liargaret), #eorge(9) was thus, at the early age of
17 his father's main help in rearing the reot of the family. Garedale
was (and still is) a fairdy isclated, small moorland village community
and it 4s understood that local women willingly gave practical
aossdstance to the family.
Uhen the 'arm' of ‘éxpanding railway network reached the Dales (in the
late 1870'4), George obtained a posit (as a telegraph clerk?) and on his
meagre salary helped his younger sisters [inancially when they moved
o work in a dressmaking business in Liverpool. At some (unknown) later
date George was sent by the railway to work (temporarily?) in the
Bristod area and it was here that he met and married on the 20th. June
1887 llaria Duddens The (rather indisitinct) copy of the marriage
certificate held shows that the ceremony took place at St.liawy's Church,
in the Parioh of Bitton in the County of Gloucester, that George's
residence was Derdby(J wonder where), that liaria Lived at Bitton and that
aria's father was Uilliam farry Dudden, a traveller. The wiinesses
were John Dudden, George /dlen Bull and Lily Bull(could be Ball).
J understand from Aunty tnily(8) there was some opposition from the
‘elder Duddens' to llaria naruping a 'dowly railway clerk’.
Jt can only le assumed that zecrge and laric went fairly quickly after
mariiage to Live 45? Jerly as the next information J have is that they

o ~r.7.0,
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were Living at 3(no. dater changed to 70) Rose HALL Sireet,Derby. It
was here that they had their 4 children vij.- PJiddliam(1888), Beososie(7890),
Geonge(1892) and Emidy(1898).
In 71904 all the family moved to 41, lidddleton Sitreei,Derlby and dife
there has already been described.
Grandpa George Edmondeon was a very tolerant, kindly and helpful
person who engjoyed reading good class literary and poetical works. Jn
the nicest possilile way he held fairly sirong Puritanical Beliefs and
and had a deep regard and knowledge of the Si.james'(76627) Prayer Book.
He cared naught for the material things of dife or his appearance, and
it was only flania's influence that prevented him (as she said)'going
about looking like a tramp'. He did,in fact, always 'tramp' twice a day
back and forth to his Lititle oflice on Derly Railway Station where
(according to Aunty Enily) he was held &n the highest esteenm lut never
adequately rewarded - though the family did have the 'sitatus' of
travelling tree firnst claso on the railway. He was a very good
nathenatician and taught this at (J Lelieve) at Hastings Si. llight Schood,
for approx. 20 years when he religiousdy saved his earnings so0 that liardia
would have some income should he die. A fellow lecturer at the College
aptly descriled §eorge ao 'a man who never puts his goods on the counter'.
9 feel that I may take the Liberty of adding a few personal memories:-
J can never remember my Grandfather having other than shori-cropped
st LAsh, white hair and a slight stoop at the shoulders. He Liked a
qame. of chess and draughts and 9 have vague recollections of him coming
weekly to Pear Tree St. to play with my Father. Considering the basic
academnical difference bLetween the ? men J could never undersiand why my
Father invarialdy got the Letter of these encounters which were always
played in the friendliest of spirits. He used to help me (and others)
learn the nudiments of nathematics - especially by arithmetical games
and puzzles - in a most unobtrusive, ‘non-pushing' way and J am afraid
that it is to my own discredit that J was not sufliciently wise o
rneally appreciate and take advantage of his help.
J can also recall how Grandpa, in the early days of radio, used to
listen to eveny Lit of news and current affalrs broadcasts. Ao Grandma
was not similarly disposed to hear repeated news throughout the day

Grandpa waes sufficiently considerate to have the sound turned down
Cont.on P.13
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and his ear practically dinside the receiver.

To my mind my Grandparenits had a complete contrast of natures - ao
Crandna never showed any particular interest in academdc pursuits
and was more what one would consider a contented, bustling Uictordian
wifes She (acc.to Aunty Emily) Liked "fun' and if she and the [family
'had a [it of the giggles' Grandpa would look on almosi disapprovingliy.
She clso vsed to Like io dress according to fashion including

those hats with large feathers. Perhaps it was the contrasi of
personalities that contrilbuted ito an undoubiedliy,happy howsehodd.
The wery last time Grandpa deft his house was to struggle (he was 4in
too much pain to toke a taxi) to my own wedding on 232d. January
71943, He died on 17 February 1943. In StyThomas'Parish lagazine,

the then vicor (Rev.Snowdon) said "ln.Ednondson was a cultivated
Christian Zentleman” - a twly apt sitatement. Soon afier his death,
Grandma came to live at Pear Tree Sitreet with my lother and Fathexr.
She passed away on 5th.Octolber 71947,. Both Grandparents share ihe
same grave at lottingham Road Cemeterny,Derby. (Details of how o
Lind the grave are in the 'Edmondson' [ile.
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J have not carried out any true research into my wandfather's
brnothers and sdisters and so the following notes are rather brief
and, possdibdiy,none too relialides-

William Edmondson(10)(my Great-lincle ?) was the 2nd. child of
Uilliam Edmondson(37) and lary(nee Shepherd) and my Grandfather -
George's(9) elder brother. On the 1871 Census for Garsdale (taken

on the 2nd. Aprid 1871) William was shown as aged 8 and as being
born in Dent,lorkshire. He waa;,th%{ﬂ‘zﬁe born between 3/4/1862 and
2/4/1863 - a fact which could le xexssmaitky verified [rom official
records.

Qs in the case of my Grandfather it is highly proballe that he

was educated at the local Garsdale village school, an education no
doulbt greatly oupplemented by dliving in a sirong home academic
enwdronnent. J have no didea when he actually left the 'Dales' lut
it 4o known that he becume a'free dance' jowrnaliost in Fleet Sit.
London. For some reason which J do not know (unless it was something
to do with his writings) he was clways known by the family as 'lincle
Joe' and he, apparently, became quite well known for his 'verses'

in various newspapers - especially an 'Uly Sloper' series. It Ao
also undersiood that my late lncle George(7) held quit a large codlection
of Willian's writinge which unfortunately became losit to-the famitiy —
after my lncle's death.

In his dater yecrns William must have leen employed by an Insurance
Company (The llational Amalgamated Approved Society) as J have leen
kindly given(ly my Aunty Enily(8) a small book of Selected Foems by
Uilliam Edmondson dedicated o the sialf cit thait Society to whom he
was affectionatedy known as 'Our Eddie'.

J do noit know when Uilliam possed away buit J undersitand from Auniy.
Emidy(8) ithat he was cremated at Golders Green,Llondon, and that
Aunty &mily along with some friends - a bn.ddins bertie lluc. attended
the funeral.  ---- Uilldam did noi marry.

Anthony Edmondeon(17) wae the 3rd. child of William and flary and on

the 1871 Cenows was shown as aged 6 thus beding born between 3/4/1864

and 2/4/1865. Anthony's Life ran on very similar Llines to that of his
elder brother,lilliam(70) as he aleo became a journaliot in Fleet St.

He wrote under the pen-name 'Uictor Canonbury'(Iwonder why) and.,
therefore, fondly called by his nephews and nefces 'lincle Can.',

e worked on(the now defuncit) papers 'The Star' and as a oub-editor

on 'The Chrondiclel iy Aunty Enidy(8) and Uncle Harodd were the ~nly o
mowrners at his funeral 'one terwrilbdy snowy day,'in. Febauory 1939, C 3 J
Anthony did not mariy.
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Jane tdnondeon(72) las the 3rd. child of Williom(37) and llawy
and being shown as aged 4 on the 1871 cenous was born bLetieen
3/4/1866 and 2/4/1867 (agein at Dent).

Barnbara Edmondson(13) waes the 4ih. child of Uilliam and licry
and being aged 2 on the 1871 census was born between 3/4/1868
and 2/4/1869.

Both Tane's and Barbara's dives cppeared io run on practically
identical Lines := Jt Lo undersitood that they both went off
to Liverpood (poss. in the early/mid 1880's)where they obitained
enploynent in the Dressmaking irade. At some unknown later
date they loth went to London and worked together as jodinit
sul-postnisiresses in Uood Green ?. lleither of them ever
mariied.

Jane died first (date unknown) and Barbara was buried on the
20th. Febo1947 at Totienham % Wood Green Cemetery. It is
rather a sad faoct that (thanks to my Aunty Emily’) J have more
informaiion on their buweieds than Aives, a copy of which is
in my 'E€mondson file'. A very concise precis of this is as
Lodlows :- At one time Jane had purchased land in the above
cemetery for her own and Barbaora's eventual buriel. Jane died
in the Widdlesex Hospital and,for some unknown 2edson, wis
buried in a 'common grave'. Uhen Anthony heard of thie iype
of buriel he went along and, to make sure Barbare would not
osufler the same fate paid for (another) ploi for Barbara.
Lhen Barbara died, Aunty <“mily and lncle Harold had to do

the arrangemento when the mix-up came to dight. They finally
arranged for the cemetery authorities o lbuy back the land
bought by Jane and for Barbara to be buried in the same grave
as Anthory. The instructions as o the wherealbouts of this
gqrave are also in ithe Edmondson {file.

Targaret Edmondson(14) was the 6th.and youngeost child of
Willian(31) and farwy(nee Shepherd). llorgaret died very shortly
after birth, probably in 1872. The actual date is Likely o

e close to the death of her mother,liary, the latter's death
being recorded in St. Catherines Howse in 'the June ‘wmarter’
of 1872(aged 45). Xxsmmxike




