
Preface to "An Edmondson Ancestry" 
 which was written by W.J.Lomas in 1982 

 

The attached summary of our immediate Edmondson ancestry (1823-onwards) was 

compiled by my father, Walter John Lomas, in November 1982, with the intent of 

being distributed mainly to his Italian side of the family, that is to "Uncle Bill" 

(William Edmondson 1888-1985), and his children "Dinkie" (Carla Maria 

Edmondson (1925-2016) and George (George William Victor Edmondson 1928-

2000). 

Edmondson was my father's mother's maiden name. Our branch of the Edmondson 

family originated in Dent, Yorkshire, before moving to Garsdale around 1850. With 

the development of the railways, my great-grandfather George Edmondson, born 17 

May 1861 in Garsdale, a railway telegraph clerk, moved first to Peterborough (he was 

there in the 1881 census aged 19), and then to Derby in the mid 1880s. When he 

married Maria Dudden in Gloucestershire in 1887, his residence was already stated as 

being in Derby. George and Maria had 4 children, William, Bessie, George and 

Emily. 

- William (always known in the family as "Uncle Bill"), was born in 1888. He 

started out as a schoolmaster, then he took an external degree at London 

University. In 1917 he was sent to Voghera, Italy as part of the British forces, 

probably because he spoke Italian, German and French. He spent the rest of his 

life in Italy, teaching English, until his death in 1985 at the age of 97. He had 2 

children, Carla Maria and George. 

- George, born in 1892, was a Civil Servant, and a "bit of a lad", apparently 

running off to Paris at the age of 14. He married Florence (Aunty Florrie), and 

lived all his life in Derby. 

- Emily, born in 1898, married Harold Clements, and lived most of her life in St 

Albans. She had 2 children, Nancy and Barbara. 

- Bessie, my grandmother, was born on the 26 June 1890 at 10 Rose Hill St, 

Derby. After leaving school, she was employed at the Royal Crown Derby 

Porcelain company, hand-painting pottery. Her graduation work was a Royal 

Crown Derby plate, which I still have, together with a number of her paintings. 

She became quite involved in Church work at St Thomas', Derby, and it was 

there that she met my grandfather, Harry Lomas, who was a tenor in the choir. 

They married 17 June 1914 at St Thomas' Parish Church, and then lived most of 

her life at 82 Pear Tree St, Derby, where I and my brother Ken, were both born. 

She had 2 children, Bessie (always known as Bep) and my father Walter John. 

More information on our branch of the Edmondson family can be found at 

https://www.ancestry.co.uk/family-tree/tree/120950213/family and 

http://www.lomascuderi.com/index.php/edmondson-family 
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